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Special Branch — arch 18, 1942 


wication fram, requesting 


= = gani lrotteri ef 
*, se or; ze 10 es 


Heinrich LUEKAGS, German Jewish refugee, born 
at Zisenstadt on September 5, 1888, who arrived in 
Shanghai from Europe in November 1938, Nas been 
interviewed in respect of the contents of his letter 
Gated February 20, 1942 addressed to the Shanghai 


Municipal Council in which he applies - 
to orgmmase 10tteries of valuables. 


The applicant, who is/financially supported 
An his existence by the Committee for the Assistance 
ef Buropean Jewieh refugees in Ghanghai and who was 
formerly a refugee camp inmate is, himself, without 
funds, and extremely vague as te what he Antends toc 
do in the organising of the propesed lottery. He 
states that if he secusss permission frem the Municipal 
— -to operate any kind of lettery it is his 
intention te appreach Japanese er Chinese sources 
for sufficient . to provide the initial outlay 
for the ventuze. He bas net the sligntest idea 
at present as te where the guming tabies would te 
located and when questioned as to where he would 
find patrens to gamble fer 30,9000 ejects daily 
(a statement Ne makes in his communication), he made 
„ 
e talks aveut .. 
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ation the cost of such prises as quoted higher 
(they would not, of course, all be of such value) 
the price ef tickets would necessarily have to be 
high, though LUKACS, wague as ever, cannot give any 
indication as to the likely prices of tickets. 

While it is appreciated that Central European 
refugees would benefit by the scheme, were it allowed, 
and they definitely do require financial support 
in these stringent times, LUKACS and his unknown 
financial backers would also line their pockets to 
a considerable extent. While LUKACS may be credited 
with a praiseworthy attempt to assist Jewish refugees 
in these critical times, it cught to be pointed out 
that a properly constituted Cemittes is in existense 
for the caring of such refugees and this Committee 
has not, up to the present, evinced the slightest 
desire to conduct anything slightly resembling the 
matter under question. 

LUKACS cowld not even state, when asked, whether 
the gambling was more or iess expressly designed to 
take place in refugee er non-refugee ciresies, but 
in any event, when consideration is given to stagnation 
in trede and the nebulosity ef the intended scheme 
it is extremely deubtful Ghether such « pla would 
ve feasibie. 

4s a matter of interest it shoult also ze pointed 
out that in the event of permission weiag granted 
fer this lettery te bs epersted, sintiar wequests aye 
most certain to be received. N 
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to requests of this nature, it being held that it 
is not in the public interest to permit another 
lottery to operate at the same time us the 


“Loterie de Bienfaisance pour les Hefugies,"* 
(“efugee Relief Lottery). 


